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   I am in my car and listening to the radio when lo and behold, I hear God speaking to me.  
Well, not in the literal sense I guess, but more that I hear God’s message to me in the 
words of the songs I hear sung each day on K-Love. In case you have not guessed by 
now, I am a contemporary Christian music nut and I get “fed” God’s word as I listen and 
sing along to the radio in my car on the way to and from my destinations.  
 
Like most people, I have days when everything seems to go my way, the sun is shining 
and nobody could rain on my parade even it they tried really hard. Then there are other 
days when I find myself in the middle of a personal struggle and doubt enters my mind. I 
may find myself doubting whether I’ve put my best foot forward or whether I’d done 
enough to please someone I really wanted to please. I may find doubts obsequiously en-
tering into my little world and undermining my self-confidence.  
 
There are a multitude of ways doubt affects you and me so I became curious to under-
stand “doubt” better. I’m sure at some point in time, I’ve been required to look up the 
word doubt and memorize its meaning; but it wasn’t until recently that I took the time to 
look up the meaning again and really contemplate what it means and how it affects life. 
 
The origin of the word doubt in Latin is dubitare, which means “to hesitate”. Adding the 
silent “b” in its English spelling is to add an inference to “double”. This is significant 
because you can’t have doubt unless you have at least two choices. Doubt is to hesitate 
between two things. It is a sort of push me—pull me affect.  A person in the state of 
doubt is being pushed or pulled between two different issues. One may ask how this ap-
plies to our relationship with God and I would respond that each and every individual at 
some point has questioned his or her spiritual relationship or the readings found in the 
Bible. It is a natural act of growing in faith. If we don’t doubt and question from time-to-
time, then we are not stretching or growing our spiritual life.  
 
Doubt is good as long as it is managed. Staying in a place of doubt or uncertainty is like a 
house built on sand. It is without a solid foundation so when the storm waves hit the 
house it crumbles and falls. Whereas, the house that is built on rock stands firms and can 
withstand the elements being thrown its way because it foundation is not washed away. 
Once you’ve reached a point in your spiritual growth where you are standing on solid 
ground, you can use both hands towards accomplishing the goals you’ve set for yourself 
and God’s plan for you. You can lift both hands high and give thanks to the God who 
created all and celebrate that He has sustained you through another bout of bad weather.  
 
I pray that each of you take the time to look introspectively at where you are in your 
spiritual journey, analyze it, and come to a position of strength in faith. Amen! 
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The featured song link this month is By Your Side by Tenth Avenue 
North. Cut and paste it into your browser to listen/watch the video.  
Remember that even when things are at their worst, you are NEVER 
alone.  Enjoy! 
 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xHgNCj4DU_M 
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Ball State’s tradition of innovation and entrepreneurship is rooted in the late 
19th century, when Muncie business leaders envisioned a local college to help 
boost the city’s development. Among the visionaries were Frank C. Ball and his 
brothers, young New York industrialists who moved to Muncie looking to ex-
pand their glass container business. 

After the community’s efforts to sustain a small teacher-training school failed, 
the Ball brothers purchased the land and buildings of the defunct institution and 
donated them to the State of Indiana. This gift became the Indiana State Normal 
School Eastern Division, which opened in 1918 to meet Indiana’s need for more 
and better teachers. 

In recognition of the Ball family’s generosity, the school was renamed Ball 
Teachers College in 1922 and then Ball State Teachers College in 1929. The 
winged statue Beneficence stands on the campus as a tribute to the family. 

By the 1960s, the regional teachers college had begun to attract faculty from 
outside the Midwest, and students sought majors in areas such as business, ar-
chitecture, and other emerging disciplines. Enrollment and funding surged with 
national trends, and new facilities and degree offerings were added. 

In 1965, the Indiana General Assembly renamed the college Ball State Univer-
sity, acknowledging its phenomenal growth in enrollment and facilities, the va-
riety and quality of its educational programs and services, and the anticipation 
of the broader role it would play in the state’s future. 

Today, Ball State’s entrepreneurial spirit continues to shine through numerous 
expansions and additions of degree offerings, technological resources, immer-
sive learning opportunities, community outreach projects, and state-of-the-art 
facilities. These investments are preparing bright students to take advantage of 
current and emerging job opportunities, meet society’s most pressing needs, and 
serve the communities in which they will live and work. 


